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Every child -no matter where they are born deserves the opportunity to live a happy, healthy and productive life.
Unfortunately, both here and abroad, poverty, inability to access modern healthcare, and educational inequality
continue to erect barriers that stand in the way of children meeting their full potential. | applaud the efforts of
Distressed Children & Infants International for their sustained commitment to improving the lives of children
worldwide, including efforts to ensure that all is being done to protect and promote child vision and eye health. | was
grateful to participate in DCI’s conference and look forward to following and supporting their continued efforts.

—Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)

It has been an honor for me to be a part of DCI since its founding by Dr. Ehsan Hoque in 2003. From its beginnings, this
incredible organization has evinced the spirit, dedication, and commitment to provide thousands of underprivileged
children with education, heathcare, vision care, and the opportunity to live happy, successful lives. In addition, DCl's
global leadership is achieving miracles through partnership and collaboration with other organizations. | am inspired
by the work of DCI and humanitarians like Dr. Hoque and | know the world is a better place because of their
dedication to those in need.

—Dr. AK Abdul Momen, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

As Yale’s president, | am proud that our campus is home to this significant forum for advancing the cause of child
rights. Indeed, since its inception nearly a decade ago, this has become one of the most successful international
conferences in Connecticut; positioning the university as a central location in a global campaign for the defense of
children. The partnership between DCI and Yale is built on shared values and has proven to be deeply and reciprocally
fruitful. The organization’s core mission, much like the university’s, is one founded on service and leadership.

—Peter Salovey, President of Yale University

| congratulate DCl and its leadership, particularly its Executive Director, Dr. Ehsan Hoque, for the laudable work on the
children, especially under the Sun Child Sponsorship Program that provides long term support to underprivileged
children and their families in remote Bangladeshi villages. This program has enabled hundreds of children to complete
primary education, with many pursuing secondary and higher education. The DCl Health for the Underprivileged
Program is also giving free health care including maternal and natal care to the doorstep of the needy in deprived
areas. DCI’s vision and activities insures it becoming a center of excellence in child development.

—H.E. Mohammad Ziauddin, Ambassador of Bangladesh to the United States

At Save the Children, we join DCl in its mission of fighting poverty, hunger, child labor, and preventable blindness. By
investing in childhood and focusing on the needs of the most deprived and marginalized children, we will ensure that
all children have the opportunity to survive and thrive. Congratulations on this impressive convening and your work. |
know that it will lead to better outcomes and brighter futures for children everywhere. | am proud to support DCl and
welcome all of you to create a better world for children.

—Carolyn Miles, President & CEO of Save the Children
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