DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS
INTERNATIONAL
….fighting for Rights and Sight for Children since 2003
DCI Activity Report 2021: SunChild Sponsorship (SCSP)
Education Update
Throughout 2021, we have continued to take all necessary measures to ensure that our 1500 supported children
are not deprived of education even though the schools were closed for 18 months since the start of COVID-19
last year. Written lesson materials and home study guidelines were provided to all children. All children received
necessary educational materials at regular intervals. Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) tutors
helped children with study by going door to door or meeting them in small groups.

Written lesson materials, home study guidelines and study supplies distribution

Tutoring door to door and in small groups

On 12th September, all the schools of Bangladesh reopened. At the moment each class is having school two
days a week, to allow them to maintain safe distance. Our children are thrilled to be back at school, resume
normal life, see their teachers and friends.
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The Founder & Executive Director of DCI, Dr. Ehsan Hoque visits the SCSP project areas
Dr. Hoque went to several SunChild sponsorship project locations during his visit to
Bangladesh. In Patuakhali multiple meetings were set between Dr. Hoque & the families of sponsored children of DCI. Ignoring the muddy roads and rain barriers of the
rainy season, beneficiaries from all around came to meet him. The people described
how DCI's SunChild Sponsorship Program has changed their life and community significantly. They thanked him profusely. They also expressed their concerns regarding economic impacts of Covid-19. Dr. Ehsan Hoque was very happy to meet them as well. He
assured them that DCI is working with its full effort to help them. Dr. Hoque said, “I
visited our rural project areas and interacted closely with the children and their families
whom we serve. I am very sad to see that they have been hit hard, not only by COVID
but also by its economic impact. The level of poverty and emotional suffering I saw was
heartbreaking. We all need to work together to overcome the situation.”

Dr. Hoque meets supported children’s mothers

Dr. Hoque inaugurated a Youth & Women Skill
Development & Training Center in Keraniganj,
Dhaka and a Digital Learning center in Bauphal, Patuakhali. DCI will

provide computer

training, digital learning opportunities for underprivileged children, youths and women of these
areas.

Meeting with the sponsored Higher Secondary students

Dr. Hoque meets sponsored school children

Meeting Kod Vanu

Meeting with DCI stuff at Patuakhali

In 2010, DCI provided a life changing
cataract surgery that restored Kod
Vanu’s vision, as well as continued
necessary support. Dr. Hoque visited
Kod Vanu, who is now 83 years old,
at her hut. Kod Vanu was delighted
to see him and also shared some
thoughts; “18 years ago I lost my
husband and I have been fighting
alone for my livelihood. My relatives were not able to help me due to
their dire economic conditions. But DCI helped me in many, many
ways throughout the years. I would have been blind if they didn't
help me get my necessary surgery. During the winter, I received
blankets, as well as emergency relief assistance. DCI is there for
those who have no one to help them and I am so grateful to DCI."
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Building Community Awareness
In 2021 we have continued our work to make people aware of the safety measures against the Covid-19 pandemic. Activities such as mask distribution, door-to-door awareness, and establishing public handwashing booths
were carried out in all of our supported areas.

Awareness
Mask Distribution

•

About 3000 masks have been provided to government
facilities for health care providers and social workers.

•

Community & person to person awareness activities
have covered 100,000 people in 30 villages.

•

Hand Wash booths have been established in 6 villages
for 10,000 people.

Handwashing
facilities

Awareness through Celebration
of Commemorative Days
Through different celebrations, we have
provided awareness to communities on
various issues. We have created
awareness about child labor, child
marriage, children & women’s rights,
handwashing, literacy, etc.

Get Involved in DCI’s Mission!






Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign
up for DCIs newsletter
Find us on Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/
DCI.International
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a
new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and apply to volunteer with
us
Host a fundraising event
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Training the Youths of Local Communities
We have involved the local youth in various activities in our project areas.
We have trained them and mobilized them to spread awareness in their
communities. They have gone door to door and held different events to
make people aware of different issues. They have also been trained as
tutors and have been instrumental in helping children during school
closures for the last 18 months. They visited homes and helped by
distributing lesson work sheets, collecting home work and helping when
children faced problems understanding their homework. DCI believes in the
power of youths, so training them and helping them to take leadership roles
is a major part of our activities. In Bangladesh we have trained 830 youths
from disadvantaged communities.

Scholarship

support

for 40
HSC (Higher Secondary School)
students has been provided. They
have been under DCI sponsorship
support since they were in primary
school. Till now 119 students have
passed the HSC exams.

Covid-19 Relief Activities

Blanket Distribution

In 2021, 2100 people (10,600 people to date) received food relief
support from DCI. Another 10,100 people have received money to
buy food supplies.

Blankets have been distributed among
1000 underprivileged children, old people,
and orphans of Bangladesh.

About 1500 families have received DCI’s support for alternative income-generating activities
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DCI Activity Report 2021: Orphanage Support Program (OSP)
Education Update
Educational institutions have continued to be closed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021 and schools
in Bangladesh were closed throughout most of
2021, which has affected the girls of the SunChild
Home. In order to address the disparity, DCI has
created a learning environment in the Home,
incorporating technology and virtual tutoring to aid
the children and keep them on track. DCI made sure
that the girls have enough laptops, webcameras,
monitors, loud speakers, etc. to aid them in their
webinars and online classes. Some of the children
are studying for their Secondary School Certificate (SSC), and they are working hard for their board examinations. The younger
students are also completing their school tasks and attending their tutoring sessions online with volunteers from abroad or local
tutors.
After 18 months schools have reopened in Bangladesh. The girls of DCI’s SunChild Home are
very happy to be back in school, reconnecting with their friends and teachers. The girls have
been instructed to ensure hygiene and maintain distance from their peers in classrooms. The
school is also running in different shifts instead of regular shifts, so that safe distance can be
arranged. The girls of Bharateswari Home also went to their school in Mirzapur, Tangail and
they are attending their regular classes too. SunChild Home tutors will continue to teach
children online till things are confirmed to be stable. The girls are regularly attending their
home tutor classes. The house mother is closely monitoring all the educational activities of
the children.

Co-curricular Activities
Children have been continuing their practice with musical instruments like guitar, tabla, flute, keyboard, harmonium etc. and
are connecting with their teachers online for lessons. The girls regularly attend the online classes of Benuka Institute of Fine
Arts where they learn to dance and sing. Girls also started a roof top and balcony garden. They love planting and taking care
of plants.

Celebration of Commemorative Days
SunChild Home celebrates various national & international days related to DCI’s mission. To celebrate these days, children of
the home with the help of their care takers arrange various awareness sessions, competitions, presentations and cultural
shows related to the day.
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DCI Activity Report 2021: Blindness Prevention Program (BPP)
Free Eye Screening & Surgery Camp
Visual Impairment is an outstanding issue in countries where a mass population of children is below the poverty
line. Due to their poverty and lack of eye health awareness, children in these countries end up having severe eye
damages including blindness. Bangladesh is no exception regarding this scenario. DCI came forward to stand by
the children with the commitment of protecting their eyes from childhood blindness In 2007.
Since 2007, DCI provide eye care to more than 80,000 underprivileged people and performed surgery to 10,000.
The goal of the eye screening camp was to identify and treat people who were in need of eye surgery, medicine,
or eyeglasses but was financially unable to seek treatment.

In 2021, DCI arranged five Free Eye Screening camps across the remote areas of Bangladesh covering 5102 patients. Among them 2892 have received Medicine, 1912 received eyeglasses, and 290 patients have received cataract surgery.

Child Labor Facts


One in six children 5 to 14 years old — about 16 percent of all children in this age group — is involved in child
labor in developing countries.



In the least developed countries, 30 percent of all children are engaged in child labor.



Worldwide, 126 million children work in hazardous conditions, often enduring beatings, humiliation and sexual
violence by their employers.



An estimated 1.2 million children — both boys and girls — are trafficked each year into exploitative work in agriculture, mining, factories, armed conflict or commercial sex work.
Sources: www.unicef.org, www.ilo.org

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
Sponsor a Child ($15/month) at: www.distressedchildren.org

THANK YOU
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