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Life of the DCI Sponsored Children & Families
2020 has been an unusual year! COVID-19 has changed the world as we know it. More than a million lives have been
taken, and economies around the world are suffering tremendously. Along with health issues, many families across the
globe have been faced with job loss. For countries like Bangladesh, especially for its impoverished people, the situation
is grave; many have lost jobs and are having difficulty providing food for their families. The children are currently not
attending school, they don’t have online services to help them continue their education, and they are experiencing the
ravages of hunger and hardship. Adolescent girls are also in danger of abuse and sexual exploitation. At DCI, for 17
years we have stood by the people we serve and this time is no different.
As soon as the severity of the situation
was realized in February, we started to
work actively to combat the COVID-19
crisis in all of our project areas.
Our first response was to initiate public
awareness campaigns by distributing
leaflets and hanging posters describing
the health crisis and safety precautions.
Our field officers were trained to be the
contact personnel and guides for any
health issues.
PPE, masks, and gloves were distributed to approximately 1,200 doctors and
nurses.
We placed multiple hand wash stations
in market places and on busy streets.

DCI workers go door-to-door to reach hard to reach women, building awareness

Adolescent Girl Protection
COVID-19 is having serious economic impacts all over the
world. These dire conditions increase a girl’s vulnerability to
harassment, early marriage, and sexual exploitation. We have
been continuing our work with adolescent girls. We cannot
have group gatherings now but our female field staff officers
are going door-to-door. They are meeting adolescent girls and
mothers to check on their personal situations and to let them
know we are available to them.
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Food support
Over the course of this pandemic, thousands of people have become jobless. As a result, workers, day laborers, and low
income people are unable to buy food and other essentials. DCI is distributing essential food items from village-to-village
in phases so that vulnerable people can get help during this difficult time. So far we have distributed dry food items and
essential hygiene material to more than 4500+ people and we are continuing our efforts to cover as many as we can.

Although we are reaching more and more people with essential needs – there are many more in need!

Please join us & help us reach them at https://distressedchildren.org/covid-19/ www.distressedchildren.org

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Educational Materials Support Door-to-Door
The schools are closed due to the pandemic, so our sponsored children are at home. The DCI after-school-library is
closed until further notice, but this has not stopped us. We are going around in vans and distributing books and necessary learning materials to children’s homes. This way, children are able to continue learning during these difficult times.

Special Arrangements for Tutoring Support

Since the after school tutoring is closed due to COVID-19, instead of group gathering, DCI tutors are now visiting their
group children and providing written lesson materials and guidelines. This way the children can prepare their lessons at
home and can stay on the right track during this staying-at-home period.

68 Sun Children have Passed the SSC exam

We have some good news to share during this pandemic! This year, 68
sponsored children under DCI’s SunChild sponsorship program have
successfully passed their Secondary School Certificate (SSC) exam.
Overall, their results were excellent.
Among them, our sponsored child Rabeya Bosri obtained the highest
grade possible (A+) on this exam. We recognized and awarded her during the celebration of International Day of the Girl.
To date, 272 DCI sponsored children have complete Secondary School!

Bonus Support to Girls
DCI always encourages young girls to study, be independent and be free from early marriage. We encourage
their efforts by awarding their performance at school.
Recently,10 girls from Patuakhali received bonus money.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, this bonus money will
motivate them to keep working hard and will encourage
their parents to keep their girls in school instead of pushing them into early marriage.
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Youth Empowerment

DCI believes in the power of youth and works towards empowering them by teaching different skill development activities. In our project locations, we always look for young adults who are motivated and hardworking. We train and hire
them as after school tutors, computer trainers, and as event and rally organizers for awareness building. 787 youths
have been trained and received support from us in recent years. During this pandemic, we mobilized many of these
youths in all our project locations. They played a very important role in going door-to-door to distribute Covid19 awareness material, distributing and collecting children study materials, and organizing small awareness events.

Environmental Awareness
At the beginning of 2020, we initiated an environmental
awareness campaign. As part of this initiative, 25 families
received trees for planting along with training for taking care of
the new trees.
We hope that this will serve two purposes; it will boost their
family income and will also protect the natural environment and
the climate.

Community Awareness Building

A major task of DCI is to build community awareness by celebrating different commemorative days by organizing large
community events, rallys and discussions. As a result of the pandemic this year, we were unable to arrange any large
events, but this was not a show stopper. We organized small outdoor discussions and activities to celebrate these days
and continued to build awareness about basic human rights, health and hygiene related matters.

International Youth Day

Global Handwashing Day

International Literacy Day

World Children’s day & Child Right week

International Day of the Girls
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Lives of the Children of DCI Orphanage, SunChild Home
The pandemic has changed the lives of our children at home. Schools were closed in March 2020. DCI's first concern
has been the safety of children. All children are staying at home and access to the home is blocked from outside. For
example, home tutors, music tutors, dance tutors, etc., and cook assistants and cleaners are also prohibited from coming
to work. A “hand wash” corner is set in the home for regular hand washing (hand wash, sanitizer are kept there). All
these items have been provided for every bathroom. Awareness leaflets about COVID-19 are posted on home boards
and on various walls to raise awareness. We had discussions about this as well.

Although the school is closed, the girls' education did not stop. They have continued their studies through online classes
and practice at home. We have modified our daily routine for this. We have obtained more computers and also improved
our internet service to meet this goal. The older girls are helping the younger children with their studies. A number of volunteers from within the country and abroad are taking turns teaching the children, English, Math and Science on a regular basis.

Extracurricular activity tutors are not physically present, but they are practicing dance, song, tabla, guitar, keyboard, flute
etc. by themselves and participating in online music & dance classes. DCI Executive director, Dr. Hoque has made a
presentation club and spelling bee clubs with the girls. In the clubs, the girls pick different topics from a selected set of
topics and give presentations in front of everyone and via zoom. This is helping them enormously to build their basic
knowledge and also speaking capabilities.

SPECIAL THANKS

to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment
to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We
welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.

CORPORATE MATCHING:

Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your HR department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).

www.distressedchildren.org

PAGE 5

Maximum care has been taken to keep the children healthy during this pandemic. We are providing them with nutritious
food, while ensuring their immunity and regular health check-ups. The girls are drinking plenty of water. They love lemonade. We are proud to say that during this pandemic, none of our girls and staff were affected by Coronavirus.
During the Coronavirus pandemic, the girls are getting more free time due to the closure of schools so they are learning
and helping with the household chores. Besides studying and co-curricular activities, they play indoor games, they have
TV time, and movie nights. We are also arranging counseling sessions for the girls on various topics.
Since the girls have been confined at home for the last several months, we are also arranging different events at home,
where they dress up, eat festival food, and arrange cultural shows or discussions. The children love these activities. Recently, the girls celebrated International Youth Day, Girl Child Day & Child Rights Week 2020 at SunChild Home.
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