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DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

DCI’s 5th International Conference: A Huge Success!

Above: H.E. Ambassador Mohammad Ziauddin (Ambassador of Bangladesh to the USA) speaking at DCI’s 5th Conference on Child Rights & Sight

DCI hosted its 5th International Conference on Child Rights & Sight on Saturday, October 24, 2015 at Yale University. The
Conference on Child Rights & Sight is part of DCI’s global initiative to raise awareness about child rights abuses and preventable
blindness. One of Connecticut’s largest international gatherings in the non-profit sector, the event brings together diplomats,
representatives from leading non-governmental organizations and academics from around the world to share progress in
promoting the rights and wellbeing of children, discuss current challenges and present solutions to these critical issues.
DCI was honored to be joined by Senator Richard Blumenthal, who thanked DCI and the conference delegates for their
contributions to the defense of child rights and also spoke of his own efforts in the United States Senate to combat human
trafficking. He stressed the importance of the work DCI and similar organizations are doing for children and encouraged everyone
to persevere their efforts. Attendees heard from more than 30 other distinguished speakers including H.E. Ambassador
Mohammad Ziauddin (Ambassador of Bangladesh to the United States), H.E. Ambassador Edita Hrda (Ambassador of the Czech
Republic to the United Nations), H.E. Ambassador Dr. Rohan Perera (Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the UN), Nancy Donaldson
(Director, International Labor Organization), Gopal Mitra (Program Specialist, UNICEF), former Congressman Hansen Clarke, Paula
Sotnik (Institute for Community Inclusion), Tasik Ahmed (ATN Bangla), Dr. Hosne Ara Begum (TMSS), Salma Qadir (CEO, RSC).
This year over 300 people joined DCI for an inspiring and educational day of lectures and networking, among them many student
delegations from local colleges and universities. DCI’s Founder and Executive Director Dr. Ehsan Hoque noted how the presence
of so many young people indicated DCI’s success in recruiting and training the next generation of humanitarian leaders. Dr. Hoque
also commented that DCI, in its twelve years of existence, has worked steadfastly to build a sustainable and transparent system of
support that has lifted thousands of vulnerable children and their families out of crippling poverty, disability and disease. Dr.
Hoque thanked the conference organizers, volunteers, and all other participants for making this initiative such a resounding success
and for supporting DCI’s mission.

Special Thanks to Our 2015 Conference Partners:
Yale University, Sacred Heart University, Quinnipiac University, Eastern Connecticut State University, Western Connecticut State
University, Wesleyan University, University of Saint Joseph, Naugatuck Valley Community College, Albertus Magnus College, Trinity
College, Gateway Community College (GWCC), Yale UNICEF, Rights & Sight for Children, NYSASDRI & Kalinga Eye Hospital, Eye Surgery
Associates, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh

Sacred Heart
University
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Special Messages from the 2015 Conference
Every child no matter where they are borndeserves the opportunity to live a happy, healthy and productive life.
Unfortunately, both here and abroad, poverty, inability to access modern healthcare and educational inequality
continue to erect barriers that stand in the way of children meeting their full potential. I applaud the efforts of
Distressed Children & Infants International for their sustained commitment to improving the lives of children
worldwide, including efforts to ensure that all is being done to protect and promote child vision and eye health. I was
grateful to participate in DCI’s conference and look forward to following and supporting their continued efforts. .

—Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)
I’m happy there are great NGOs like DCI who are doing the work to challenge us to be better. I am really glad that you
are convening this group today. As a member of both the foreign relations committee and the appropriation
subcommittee that oversees funding for international aid I look forward to working with you to hearing about the
obstacles that you face but also the success that you find to try to make the case for the U.S government to be a
bigger partner in combating childhood poverty and visual impairment across the globe.

—Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)
I congratulate DCI and its leadership, particularly its executive Director, Dr. Ehsan Hoque for the laudable work on the
children especially under the Sun Child Sponsorship Program that provides long term support to underprivileged
children and their families in remote Bangladeshi villages. This program has enabled hundreds of children to
complete primary education with many pursuing secondary and higher education. The DCI Health for the
Underprivileged Program is also reaching free health care including maternal and natal care to the doorstep of the
needy in deprived areas. DCI’s vision and activities assures it becoming a center of excellence in child development.

—H.E. Mohammad Ziauddin, Ambassador of Bangladesh to the United States
As Yale’s president, I am proud that our campus is home to this significant forum for advancing the cause of child
rights. Indeed since its inception nearly a decade ago, this has become one of the most successful international
conference in Connecticut positioning the university as a central location in global campaign for the defense of
children. The partnership between DCI and Yale is built on shared values and has proven to be deeply and reciprocally
fruitful. The organization’s core mission, much like the university’s, is one founded on service and leadership.

—Peter Salovey, President of Yale University

Above: Senator Blumenthal , Dr. DeBroff and Dr. Hoque with 2015 DCI Youth Volunteer Award Winners for Best College Chapter Stony Brook
University (NY). The Stony Brook Chapter has shown consistent dedication, commitment and initiative toward DCI’s mission since its
establishment in 2009. By organizing creative events and fostering student involvement they have been successful in spreading DCI’s message
among their peers. The chapter has provided sponsorship support to 50 children in total since its inception.
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News & Activities

Sharmin Akter’s story
44 children in DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program have passed the 2015 Secondary School
Certificate exam. These children have received sponsorship support since 2007. The objective of DCI’s
flagship sponsorship program is to provide severely underprivileged children the opportunity to
become independent and productive citizens through education and healthcare. Sponsored children
receive school supplies, hygiene materials, after-school tutoring and a monthly stipend to assist their
families. In addition, families receive income generating support and counselling. The SCSP program
operates in Patuakhali, Feni, Nilphamari, Habiganj and Dhaka in Bangladesh.

Of the 180 million
visually impaired people
in the world, 3 million
live in Bangladesh and
52 million live in India!
Each year, an estimated
500,000 children
become blind
worldwide.
DCI’s Blindness Prevention Program in Bangladesh, India and Nepal is continuing to achieve great
results in bringing vision care to underprivileged populations. The people in these areas suffer from
an unreliable communication system, inadequate infrastructure, and poor or non-existent health
services. We are conducting numerous eye screening camps in these areas, facilitating surgeries and
distributing eyeglasses.
DCI Patron Professor Syed Wadud passed away this year. In his words, “The
task ahead is enormous, but so is the enthusiasm of all the volunteers of DCI.
My thoughts and prayers are with you. I wish all of you success in your noble
endeavor. I am proud to be involved with DCI.” Although he is no longer with
us, his spirit will live on with us forever though our blindness prevention efforts.

Sharmin Akter is a student from
Feni, Bangladesh. Since 2006,
DCI’s sponsorship program has
been proving Sharmin educational
materials, a family stipend, and
after-school tutoring support.
However, due to the family’s dire
poverty, her parents were
considering an arranged a
marriage for her.
DCI field officers learned of this
during a family visit and
immediately brought Sharmin’s
mother into DCI’s Family Support
Program — a component of the
Sun Child Sponsorship Program
that gives parents of sponsored
children financial support to start
small businesses.
Sharmin’s mother started a
handicraft business with her
neighbors and began contributing
to the family, ensuring that
Sharmin could stay in school.
Through effective intervention, a
promising student was saved from
one of the worst child rights
abuses facing young girls in
Bangladesh.

DCI’s health clinic in Kallyanpur Porabari Dhaka has been very busy. Each month patients receive treatment and medicine from the clinic. Social
workers are working on health and hygiene awareness, family planning measures, and provide counseling to adolescent girls and antenatal/
postnatal mothers. They also distribute anti-helminthic treatment and check up on malnourished children. American doctors provide treatment
support through tele-medicine services.
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What We’ve Achieved Together

How your $15 monthly sponsorship is used:

There are 6 million child laborers in Bangladesh.
The drop-out rate from primary schools is 35%.
Your support to DCI allows us to help these
children. We thank you for the changes we’ve
achieved together:

EDUCATION







1200 children are under sponsorship support
23 schools and 10 preschools under support
930 children have completed pre-primary
education
1195 children have completed primary school
71 children have completed secondary school
45 orphan girls have full support at DCI’s Sun
Child Home

HEALTH










5000 village children are receiving access to
need-based healthcare
5200 disadvantaged children and 6602 adults
have received free eye care
55,000+ instances of curative healthcare
provided
28,000+ instances of pediatric cases treated
65,000+ instances of preventive healthcare
provided
1575 couples received family planning services
1000+ mothers given pre- & post-natal care
101 infants received nutrient support
400+ patients received referral service

Cost of administering the program in
Bangladesh)

Aid You Can Trust:
 100% of sponsorship funds are used for the program: no portion is used for
DCI’s administrative or fundraising costs
 We are committed to transparency. Visit http://distressedchildren.org/
transparency to learn more about how we use our funding and view
financial statements.

Your $15 monthly sponsorship can:
 Keep a child out of the labor force
 Give a child quality education & healthcare
 Create income generating opportunities for a child’s family & more!
 Visit http://distressedchildren.org/sponsor to change a life!

Your Zakat contribution can:

 Provide eye surgeries, feed orphan children, give healthcare and more!

VISION




32,000+ eye screenings conducted
5,000+ eye surgeries performed
11,000+ eyeglasses provided

OTHERS



Over 400 volunteers have been trained
490 families have received support with
income generation
Children of DCI’s Sun Child Home orphanage



Join Us!

Please return this completed form and
your contribution to:

DCI
Name: _______________________________________
195 South Main St.
Email*:
Cheshire,
CT 06410, USA
_____________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
_____________________________________________ Contribution: $_________
Please attach check/money order payable to DCI, or donate
Phone: (____) ____________ (____)_______________ securely by credit card or PayPal at distressedchildren.org. All
*Email address is required to receive online updates

donations to DCI are tax-deductible (Tax ID #810671495).

DCI • distressedchildren.org • (203) 376-6351 • dci@distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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