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2014 brought immense pride for DCI – it was a year that uplifted us, strengthened our team
and widened our impact. From the amazing academic achievements of our young students,
to new advances in health care provision, to our largest national awareness campaign to
date, I’m excited to share what we accomplished together in the pages ahead and hope our
success will inspire you to deepen your involvement in our mission.
As I reflect on DCI’s most successful year to date, I think about how an idea between two
friends in 2003 has grown into a coalition of thousands, empowering more people every
year both overseas and at home. Thanks to the dedication and generosity of these
thousands of supporters, many small acts of kindness are steadily adding up to incredible
change. Girls and boys whose lives might have been defined by prostitution or hard labor
are learning English and math. Children who would be condemned to a life of disability are
seeing the world with new eyes. And hundreds of youth volunteers in the United States are
deepening their compassion for the less fortunate while gaining critical leadership
experience.
Now in its 12th year, DCI is widely recognized and respected as a hardworking, transparent
organization, and we remain determined to advance our mission with the highest standards
of integrity. Our commitment to accountability and maximizing impact through measurable
results means we direct the highest possible portion of our funding to addressing the root
causes of poverty, minimizing administrative costs through a low overhead strategy and
extensive volunteer participation. We are continuously improving our administrative
capacity and attaining new levels of professionalism and efficiency each year.

Why do the devastating consequences of poverty, child labor, and blindness on so many
children’s quality of life go unnoticed? Is it simply because we don’t encounter these
heartbreaking issues in our own backyards, or that our level of material comfort makes
them unimaginable? It may be that we’re desensitized to the problem because as
individuals, we feel we don’t have the power to make any significant difference. However,
nothing could be further from the truth.
DCI’s three step mission challenges how we think about poverty and empowers us to
become real agents of change. First, we sensitize our community to the grave problems of
child poverty, child labor, and preventable illness, which still inflict suffering on millions of
children around the world. At the same time, we share the vision of a different world and
offer a message of hope – that no matter the scope of the problem or its distance, we all
have real opportunities to change lives here and now. Third, we facilitate these
opportunities by building compassionate connections – between families with means and
families in need, with a special focus on youth participation.
DCI’s message is simple: each and every one of us, young and old, has the means to make a
real contribution to this urgent mission, whether it’s volunteering some free time, offering
a small gift, or even introducing a friend. And for each way to give there is something to
gain: valuable skills and experience for the future, the heartwarming feeling of seeing a life
changed through your generosity, gratitude and a sense of purpose in life.

While we take great pride in the tremendous strides we’ve made to strengthen our capacity
and transform thousands of underprivileged children’s quality of life, we can’t ignore how
much remains to be done to reach the millions still struggling in poverty. Many children in
these circumstances will never have another chance unless we do something now. Please
join us—as a partner, sponsor, donor, or volunteer—and let’s keep bringing hope to those
who haven’t dared to dream.

The ways to take action are here, and the time to act is now. So many children still need
our support! Please stay connected with us in the year ahead and let’s aim higher
together. The obstacles we face are daunting, but I sincerely believe our dream of a world
with justice and opportunity for every child is achievable in our lifetimes. Thank you for
your support.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Dr. Brian DeBroff

Dr. Ehsan Hoque

Co-founder & President, DCI

Co-founder & Executive Director, DCI
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Distressed Children & Infants International is a 501(c)3
non-profit child rights organization based in the United
States. We empower underprivileged children around
the world and work to break the cycle of poverty
through education, orphan support, health care, and
vision care. We engage American youth in all our activities and train them to become responsible global citizens and future leaders.

All of our programs focus on delivering tangible, quantitative results for the communities we serve. In this way
we ensure our resources are used most effectively to
produce measurable, lasting change. Look for statistics
on each page to see how we’re making a difference.
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21 sponsored children successfully completed their secondary school certificate
examination in 2014 with excellent results



5 orphan girls from Sun Child Home Orphanage obtained admission at the esteemed
boarding school Bharateswari Homes



168 children completed preschool and were admitted in Grade 1 at government
primary schools



1500 children and 986 mothers received health & hygiene awareness training



Ensured hospital delivery for 92 mothers and 67 deliveries performed by trained
birth attendants



Provided prenatal care to 204 mothers and postnatal care to 159 mothers



Launched Telemedicine Center in Kallyanpur Slum, Dhaka to provide specialist care
remotely from American doctors



Inaugurated Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) International Training Center (in
Bangladesh in partnership with Pediatric Education Development Society
International (PEDS), affiliated with American Heart Association (AHA) International



Completed Journey for Child Rights & Sight with Sabina Yasmin in 9 US States,
generating widespread awareness, publicity and support for DCI



Installed new tube wells at project sites to provide fresh and sanitary water



Helped 35 families become independent through income generating activities and
other community initiatives
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DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program
provides a gateway for children in
underdeveloped regions of Bangladesh
to achieve literacy and complete
primary education instead of entering
into child labor or early marriages. The
program operates through $15 monthly
contributions from individual sponsors.
While focusing on pre-primary and
primary education, the program allows
sponsors to continue providing support
to children for higher education, with
many children graduating from
secondary school and even pursuing
college.













DCI’s Health Program for the
Underprivileged provides health
care to children and families living
in the slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh.
In 2008 we started operation in
Mohammadpur slums, relocating
to Kallayanpur slum in 2010.
People from nearby slums also
come for services.
The clinic is open 6 days a week
with 3 doctors working in rotation,
3 full time social workers, and one
assistant to the doctors and an
operation supervisor. The clinic
offers primary health care,
preventive health care, family
planning, and pre- & post-natal
care. Special needs cases are given
tele-medicine
support
from
American doctors through DCI’s
telemedicine center, established in
2014.

DCI launched its Blindness Prevention
Program in 2007 to prevent and treat vision
loss among underprivileged children and their
families. DCI currently sponsors blindness
prevention efforts in Bangladesh, India, and
Nepal.
Support is delivered in the form of free eye
screening camps, which are conducted in
underserved communities. Patients are
identified and provided free eyeglasses and
corrective surgeries as needed.

above: a child in India receives new vision through DCIsponsored cataract surgery
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As well as providing educational opportunities
through child sponsorship, DCI provides financial
support to schools in rural areas of Bangladesh,
India, and Nicaragua.
We believe early education is critical in
underdeveloped areas, where poverty often
prevents children from performing at grade level
and completing primary school. We are especially
focused on supporting pre-primary and primary
education.

above: Students at DCI-supported preschool in Goyena, Nicaragua receive
certificates for completing pre-primary education
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DCI’s Sun Child Home for Orphans was
established in 2010 in Dhaka,
Bangladesh to provide safe refuge and
comprehensive care to the country’s
most vulnerable children: orphaned
girls. The facility now houses 45 girls,
many of whom were living on the
street prior to their admission.
Each of the girls now attends school full
time and receives tutoring support to
help them perform at grade level, as
well as instruction in various
extracurricular activities like art, music
and dance. This year five girls from Sun
Child Home obtained admission at the
esteemed Dhaka boarding school
Bharateswari Homes and are now living
and studying there.

DCI’s Youth Leadership Program provides opportunities for
motivated youth in the United States to work toward a
prosperous future while making a direct impact on
children in need.
By co-sponsoring a child with their parents, assisting DCI
events, forming DCI clubs and chapters at their high
schools and colleges, and assuming short or long-term
volunteer and intern positions, young people gain a
deeper understanding of children’s lives in other parts of
the world and appreciation for their own good fortune.
Most importantly, they acquire valuable skills and
experience to advance them toward their academic and
career goals.
In this way we are connecting children from different parts
of the world and training the next generation of
humanitarian leaders.

DCI’s “Journey for Child Rights & Sight”
raises awareness about the prevalence
of child rights abuses and preventable
blindness worldwide, engages local
youth in DCI’s mission, and inspires our
community to take action on behalf of
underprivileged children.
In 2014, DCI hosted a special “Journey
for Child Rights & Sight” concert series
starring acclaimed Bangladeshi singer
and icon Sabina Yasmin. Concerts were
held in Connecticut, California,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Illinois,
Florida, Georgia, New York and New
Jersey.

Our work is made possible thanks to the generosity of
our many private donors, as well as corporate giving
and matching gifts. At present we do not rely on grants
from governments or private foundations. Our
extraordinary network of donors and volunteers allows
us to consistently meet and surpass our commitments
to our beneficiaries, making DCI a model organization
in sustainability.

program contributions

229,098

182,155

266,664

general contributions

12,547

35,967

25,837

corporate contributions & matching gifts

1,898

5,829

18,506

event revenues

2,160

18,589

25,672

193,500

172,000

208,500

-

-

1,200

9,418

13,272

18,809

235

400

2,885

2,844

1,614

1,305

160

1,191

1,250

direct support to implementing partners
rent
contract services

We do everything possible to minimize our
administrative and fundraising burden and strive to
reduce program overhead to maximize our direct aid to
children and families. To learn more about our efforts
to maximize your donor impact, visit

advertising & promotion

information technology

3,445

1,331

1,129

distressedchildren.org/accountability.

telephone & internet

4,094

5,172

5,407

postage & mailing

245

457

963

printing & copying

21

376

589

147

110

149

3,327

4,857

5,395

11,279

6,710

6,426

8,695

20,153

90,228

397

-

402

1,854

2,041

2,687

100

200

442

*In 2014, DCI ran a small deficit due to allocation of
2013’s surplus funding into direct support for projects
in Bangladesh.

office supplies
volunteer entertainment

books, subscriptions & reference
equipment & furniture
travel & meetings
child rights awareness campaign
staff development
bank charges & processing fees
miscellaneous

Dr. Ehsan Hoque
Executive Director

Ian Burzynski
Asahi Hoque
Program Coordinator
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