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Dear Friends, 
 

All of us at Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI) 

hope you have had a wonderful year.  I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank you personally for taking an active role in sup-

porting DCI’s programs to help the underprivileged.  I am proud 

to report that because of dedicated sponsors like you, DCI was 

able to retain all of its 1000 children in the program for 2010. 

  

For 2011, we have two targets: increase transparency and im-

prove sponsor communication.  To these ends, we have commis-

sioned a professional website which is more attractive, donor friendly and shows field results 

more clearly. We also want to make sponsor communication more prompt so we have had a 

professional database set up. These developments should be up and running by March of 

2011. 

  

As you know, DCI works at the root level of poverty, a task that is very challenging and at 

times frustrating. It is especially so because DCI relies almost entirely on our team of ex-

traordinary volunteers all over the United States for its activities  explaining why our opera-

tional costs are only 4% of our total budget!  

  

We are constantly overwhelmed by the support we receive from people like you, who dem-

onstrate a genuine desire to do something for these children. At the beginning of 2011 we are 

all re-energized and inspired by the enthusiasm that comes from you all! 

 

Please maintain your determination for our mission and together we will continue supporting 

these children who can now dream of a better life.  This year we resolve to double our efforts 

in creating a stable, dependable and transparent system to achieve our ends.  

                 

Happy New Year 2011! 

  

 

 

 

 

Ehsan Hoque, MBBS, Ph.D. 

Executive Director, 

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) 

Message from the Executive Director 
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Message from the President 
 

 

Dear DCI Friends,  

 

As we reflect on the year 2010, we realize we have much to 

be thankful for.  The world’s economy is slowly improving, 

and most of us are lucky to have continued employment, to 

have food on our tables, and to continue to have hope for a 

better future for our children. Unfortunately, not everyone in 

the world is so fortunate. There are too many children wor-

ried that each sip of clean water and each morsel of food 

may be their last. There are still too many children being 

called upon to support their families, subject to hard labor 

and forgoing their chance for education and a better future.    

 

Traveling to Bangladesh and observing what a small sum of money can do for an infant or 

child is staggering. For the price of one Starbucks Venti Latte, a child can be fed for a  

week! A very small sacrifice by us in the United States can make a lifetime of difference for a 

child in Bangladesh.  

 

I am so honored to be part of a charitable organization like DCI, which makes every effort to 

ensure that every penny of your donation and every minute of volunteering effort go to the  

children who need it most. Please join me in making a New Year’s resolution to never forget 

those in need and to share the good feeling that comes this time of year by making a small  

donation. A small act of generosity can change a life forever.  

 

Happy New Year 2011!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian M. DeBroff,  M.D., F.A.C.S.,  

President, Distressed Children & Infants International 

Clinical Professor, Dept. of Ophthalmology and Visual Science 

Yale University School of Medicine 
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Dear DCI Friends,   

 

The work that DCI is doing with limited resources 

for the underprivileged people of Bangladesh is truly 

amazing. Living in Bangladesh, and having been in-

volved with this type of project for a very long time, 

I know how difficult the situation is here. There are 

so many obstacles at so many levels! I congratulate 

all DCI’s team members for being so determined and 

showing commendable dedication to their mission. I 

would also like to thank you, our sponsors and donors, for supporting DCI’s pro-

grams. Without your donations and support this work would not be possible.  

 

This year I was present during the inauguration of DCI’s free health clinic for the 

Kallayanpur slum residents. I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of gratitude 

from the families of the slum.  

 

Once again, my dedication to DCI’s mission is rejuvenated. I urge you to visit 

each of the projects in Dhaka and in the remote villages to see the changes your 

support is helping DCI  achieve. I can assure you one such trip will strengthen 

your        determination as well.  

 

Best regards and wishing you a very happy new year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor A.K. Azad Khan  

Country Director, DCI-Bangladesh  

President, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh (DAB 

Message from the Country Director 
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Who We Are  
Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI), is a US-based nonprofit child rights or-

ganization. It was founded in 2003 to improve the socio-economic, educational, and health 

conditions of underprivileged children in the United States and worldwide. 

 

Most of us take for granted the basic necessities of life: food, water, shelter, health, education 

and family. But there are millions of children in the world who lack these essential things. 

DCI’s goal is to help provide these necessities to impoverished children throughout the world. 

At DCI, we have chosen sponsorship as the base program for helping children in developing 

countries because we have found that sponsorship is the most effective way to provide stable, 

long-term, ongoing services to the children and the families we serve. DCI also works with the 

families and communities of its sponsored children to develop sustainable income-generating 

activities for long-term prosperity.  

 

 

Mission Statement  
DCI’s mission is to advocate for child rights, and to help severely underprivileged children 

worldwide lift themselves out of poverty by providing them with basic life necessities, educa-

tion, and health care. We also seek to educate American children about the challenges facing 

children worldwide, and to foster in them a desire to take a leadership role in working for hu-

manitarian causes.  

 

 

Vision  
DCI envisions a world in which all children will have equal access to basic human amenities – 

including education, health care, food, and shelter – as well as the opportunity to achieve a se-

cure and prosperous life. DCI hopes for a day in which child labor will be eliminated globally.  

 

 

Programs 
DCI is working towards its goals through several different programs. 

These are: 

Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) 

Health for Underprivileged program 

Blindness Prevention Program 

Orphan Support Program 

Local Youth Development  

Child Rights Awareness Campaign 
 

Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI) 
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District Upazilla/Thana Nr. of Union/

Ward 

Nr. of Village 

Patuakhali Bauphal 1 1 

Feni Feni Sadar 2 5 

Habogonj Baniachanj 1 2 

Nilphamary Jaldhaka 1 1 

Dhaka Mohammadpur 1 NA 

Dhaka Kallayanpur 1 NA 

Bangladesh 

India 
District Upazilla/Thana 

Orissa Bauphal 

Tamil Nadu Feni Sadar 

Breakdown of 2010 Expenditures 

IRS Compliance: DCI is a nonprofit charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the US 

Internal Revenue Code. The tax id for DCI is 810671495. 

Our Project Areas 
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The SCS Program is designed to give the poorest and most vulnerable underprivileged children of Bangladesh 

the opportunity to become independent and productive citizens by reducing school dropout rates, providing 

quality education and healthcare, and protecting and promoting child rights.  As we progressed in our endeav-

ors we realized that if we focus only on the child while ignoring his/her school/family/community, we cannot 

make real progress. To make our support effective we need to work on all the pieces of their lives.  So, since 

2009 our sponsorship program was divided into following components: 

 

SCS Program Steps 
Survey and select a location of extreme socioeconomic hardship. 

Select a government-run school in the area with pre-existing infrastructure. 

Set up a small local field office close to the school, hire a local field officer and provide them with training 

to manage the program in that area. 

Form a 7-9 member advisory committee with teachers from the school and other respected members of the 

community. The committee identifies the most vulnerable children in their community.  

Field Officer visits individual households and convinces the parents to bring the child back to school. 

Make a formal written agreement with the parents to bring their child back to school. 

Find a sponsor in the USA, and send information and photograph of student to the sponsor. 

Provide child with basic life necessities, including health care, and help the family to establish income gen-

erating activities, such as a small business, so that the child has the time and means to go to school. 

Supervise and monitor each child via the local field officer and the local advisory committee. The field of-

ficer is responsible for providing regular academic and health reports on the child, as well as a report on 

the overall progress of the sponsorship project site to DCI’s main offices in Dhaka and the US. 

Establish contact between American children and the child/children their parents are sponsoring in Bangla-

desh through letters, drawings, and greeting cards. 

The Sun Child Sponsorship Program 

SCSP components 
Prevent children from dropping out of school by providing 
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In 2010 there were 1000 children enrolled in the Patuakhali, Feni, Habiganj and Nilphamary projects. The 

following table shows the class-wise distribution of children in the different projects: 

There is an increasing trend of children supported in the last five years. The number of children has in-

creased from 55 in 2005 to 1000 in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishments: 
All the children were divided into 88 groups. 88 volunteer 

tutors were recruited to conduct two hours of after-school 

coaching throughout the year. 

All the children were supplied uniforms, educational materi-

als, hygiene materials, and monthly stipend two times in 

2010. 

All the children were checked up by MBBS doctor twice in 

2010. 

The parents of the children were organized to build capacity 

through training and capital support, in order to earn more 

for the sake of their children. 

 

Class Patuakhali Feni Habiganj Nilphamary Total 

Pre School 52 00 00 00 52 

I 83 00 00 00 83 

II 145 00 04 00 149 

III 131 02 52 03 188 

IV 74 20 44 30 168 

V 61 73 00 51 185 

VI 47 36 00 29 112 

VII 19 14 00 17 50 

VIII 06 04 00 00 10 

IX 00 03 00 00 03 

Total 618 152 100 130 1000 
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Health Check-up—Feni 

Meeting with Teachers-Potuakhali 

Meeting with Guardians-Nilphamari 

Supply Distribution-Hobiganj Supply Distribution-Feni 

Lunch meeting with Teachers, Feni 
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WE RESOLVE TO HELP MORE CHILDREN 

 

Mahamuda  Humayan  
Kabir 

Gautam C  
Hawlader 

Md.Mizanur  
Rahman 

Khalilur 
 Rahman 

Gautam Chandra Khalilur Rahman 

SL Name of Student Class 

1 Songita Das XI 

2 Sorna Akter XI 

3 Md. Anwar Hossain XI 

4 Farjana XI 

5 Md.Enamul Haque XI 

6 Maksuda XI 

7 Md.Imran Hossain XI 

8 Md.Mizanur Rahman XI 

9 Md.Anwar Hossain XI 

10 Mahmuda Akter Isha XI 

11 Morium Begum XI 

12 Md.Mizanur Rahman XI 

13 Gautam Chandra Hawlader XI 

14 

Mohammad Kholilur Rah-

man XI 

15 Humayun Kabir XI 

Sorna Akter Md. Anwar Hossain 

Md.Enamul Haque Mahmuda Akhter Isha 

Morium  
Begum 

Sangita Das 

DCI’s mission is based on the firm belief that 

education is the key to stopping the cycle of pov-

erty and preventing child labor. DCI also be-

lieves that every child has the potential to de-

velop into a successful citizen and every child 

has the right to education and health care. DCI’s 

strong faith in children was proven by their ex-

cellent performance on national exams. 15 of the 

best were selected for recognition. These 15 chil-

dren received a GPA of 5, the highest possible in 

Bangladesh. DCI recognized these extra merito-

rious children by rewarding them with a monthly 

scholarship of TK-1000 to help them through 

their undergraduate courses. During his visit to 

Bangladesh, Dr. Ehsan Hoque met these children 

at a program organized to celebrate their success 

and to motivate other children. DCI’s Texas 

chapter played an active role in this endeavor. 

DCI  Awards  Talented  Youth 

Scholarship Recipient of 2010 
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This year we have established our Sun Child Home for Orphan Children and are in the process of selecting 

children. The objective of the Sun Child Home is to ensure support for the proper growth of orphan children, 

so that they may grow into independent and productive citizens with good health, proper education, sufficient 

skills, and employment opportunity. 

Visitors 2010: 
DCI always encourages donors and sponsors to visit its project areas so they can see with their own eyes how 

they are helping change lives. During their visit they talk to field staff regarding different program-related top-

ics. They also meet  beneficiaries and see the progress of development activities. This also serves as a way for 

DCI to provide additional oversight of its field activities. In 2010 our projects were visited by the following 

people:  

Name Date 

Mr. Mart & Ms. Elly February 2010 

Mr. Mat Nelson March 2010 

Mr.  Faruque Ahmed June 2010 

Dr. Motahar Ahmed June 2010 

Ms. Jaynah Chowdhury June 2010 

Ms. Maisoon Chowdhury June 2010 

Ms. Rumana Rahman Tuli June-August 2010 

Ms. Asahi Hoque July-August 2010 

Ms. Sofia Hoque July-August 2010 

Ms. Farveen Safa July 2010 

Dr. Ruby K. Hossain August 2010 

Ms. Lora Chowdhury, Ms. Limu Chowdhury & Mr. Masud Chowdhury August 2010 

Ms. Nova Karim & Dr. Kabir Karim, Ms. Kabir August 2010 

Ms. Samanta Sorwar August 2010 

Ms. Nikita Sorwar August 2010 

Ms. Samira Siddique, Ms. Salma Siddique, Dr. Husna Siddique, Mr. Asik Sid-

diqi & Mr. Shamsul Siddique 

August 2010 

Mr. Tazin Shadid October 2010 

Ms. Beuty Das November 2010 

Mr. Iqbal Lodhy December 2010 

Sayed S. Karim December 2010 

Himika Rahman & Sahana Farid December 2010 

Mr. Tazin Shadid & Ms. Mouri December 2010 

Orphan Support Program (OSP): 
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DCI started an orphanage named 

Sun-Child Homes on November 6, 2010 at Mohammadpur, Dhaka. Project implemented by Rights and Sight 

for Children (RSC). The main objectives of the program is to grow orphanage properly with appropriate care 

and they will be a productive, confident and self reliant citizen for the future. They are getting  lodging, health-

care, education and sufficient food and nutrition.  

 

The address of the home is House #  ,Road # 3A, Mohammadi Housing Ltd. The capacity of the home is 30 

children. We already admitted 12 children who could not be grow with their parental care. Both the parents or 

father of the child died. 
 

 

 

 

The following twelve orphans are finally selected to be inmate till now at Sun-Child Homes 

Sun Child Homes Inauguration 

         Sharifa               Shilpi               Sathi               Sarmin                 Ritu                Ratna           

         Rebeya          Noor Nahar            Mithila                 Mini               Masuda             Tahera          

Children are with different activities 
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Health for Underprivileged Program 

The objective of our Health for Underprivileged Program is to ensure preventive and curative health services 

for poor and disadvantaged people to make them healthy citizens of the country. Our target population is  

slum residents.  

 

We had a small clinic stationed at Mohamamadia Housing Limited in Mohammadpur, Dhaka to provide 

curative health care services to local slum dwellers. At the end of this year we moved the clinic to a new lo-

cation at the center of the Kallayanpur slum area. The clinic is open 5 days a week.  

 

We provide the following services 

 

Curative health care: 
Provide treatment 

Make referrals to others for specialized treatment 

Provide patient follow up 

 

Preventive health care: 
Since 2009 we have incorporated preventive health care as a part of our clinic activity. We recruited a social 

worker to assist the slum dwellers in acquiring different services from other health providers. Our social 

worker regularly visits slums and renders the following services,  

Promote awareness on nutrition of children and pregnant mothers 

Ensure 100 percent immunization of children and pregnant mothers 

Ensure 100 percent antenatal and post natal check up 

Promote awareness on personal and environmental hygiene 

1422
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Graph shows annual increase in 

number of patients receiving 

health care at the DCI clinic for 

slum residents. 
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Health for Underprivileged Program (HUP) 
Inauguration of the 2nd Clinic for Slum Residents at  

Kallayanpur, Dhaka 

The second health clinic of DCI’s Healthcare for Underprivileged Program was inaugurated on August 17, 2010. 

The address of the clinic is 63/6, Main Road, Natun Bazar (Near Porabari Slum), Kallayanpur. The clinic will serve 

approximately 20,000 dwellers of Porabari Slum. Both preventive and curative services will be provided, 6 days a 

week.  

 

Dr. Hoque inaugurated the clinic. He was accompanied by a group of DCI sponsors and volunteers. The President of 

Bangladesh Sangbad Sangsha, Mr. Azizul Islam Bhuiyan, and the President of Diabetic Association Professor A.K. 

Azad (Country Director of DCI) were present as guests of honor. 

 

DCI’s health clinics are operating with the support of the Microsoft employee group in USA.  The program is running 

under the leadership of  Mr. Tazin Shadid, HUP Program Director and board member of DCI. 

 

The objective of the project are as follows; 

U-5   child mortality rate will be reduced to 46 per 1000 during the projected period. 

U-1   infant mortality rate will be reduced to 32 per 1000 during the projected period. 

Percentage of severely malnourished children will be reduced by 10% during the projected period. 

Maternal mortality rate will be reduced to 3.4 per 1000 during the projected period 
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Prevention of Blindness 
The objective of this program is to provide community awareness and education on eye health, such as nutri-

tional guidance and information on the symptoms associated with eye diseases.  Through this program we 

are offering free diagnosis and treatment of eye diseases for underprivileged people. Once the problem is 

identified, we provide free examination by an ophthalmologist and surgery if required free of cost to the pa-

tient. Besides annual eye checkups to the children of our sponsored schools, in 2010 we were able to arrange 

two eye screening camps in Bangladesh, one in India, and one in USA. 

On July 3-4, DCI attended the yearly FeTNA 

(Federation of Tamil Sangams of North America) 

Convention at Palace Theater in Waterbury, CT. 

Around 2000 US residents of Indian origin at-

tended. DCI’s India program leaders Annadurai 

Amirthalingam and Shirish Dhume organized a 

DCI booth and a free eye clinic for the uninsured. 

A recent study has shown that Americans without 

health insurance have the lowest rate of eye care 

service, at only 42 percent. 

DCI organized a free eye camp on August 10, 2010 at 

our Patuakhali Project in collaboration with Islamia Eye 

Hospital. The main objective of the program was to raise 

awareness in the community and provide education on 

eye health, such as nutritional guidance and symptoms 

of disease. We provided free diagnosis and treatment of 

eye diseases, including free surgery for clean cataract 

patients. 1000 people were screened by volunteers and 

paramedics, or which 284 patients were  identified and 

given treatment from an ophthalmologist. 30 patients 

underwent successful surgery at Islamia Eye Hospital. 

Sl. No Problems Number 

01. Clean Cataracts 46 

02. Cataracts with  tidies 01 

03. Refractive error 70 

04 Medicine case 167 

 Total Patients 284 

Eye Screen and Treatment: 
 We organized an eye camp on February 17, 2010 at DCI project area Shaula, the most remote area of Patuak-

hali District. A team of Islamia Eye Hospital Barisal screened patients, and identified 92 clean cataract cases., who 

needed eye surgery immediately. 

 We completed the surgery of the 32 cataract patients at Islamia Eye hospital at Barisal between March 06 — 

March 11, 2010. Now, they are completely cured and have clear vision. 
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DCI organized a free eye camp on August 10, 2010 at our Patuakhali Project in collaboration with Islamia Eye Hospital. 

The main objective of the program was to raise awareness in the community and provide education on eye health, such as 

nutritional guidance and symptoms of disease. The objective also includes providing free diagnosis and treatment of eye 

diseases, including free surgery for clean cataracts. 1000 people were screened by volunteers and paramedics; 284 pa-

tients were  identified and given treatment from an ophthalmologist. 30 patients underwent successful surgery at Islamia 

Eye Hospital. 

 

 

 

Eye Screening and Surgery Camp 

Sl. No Problems Number 

01. Clean Cataracts 46 

02. Cataracts with  tidies 01 

03. Refractive error 70 

04 Medicine case 167 

 Total Patients 284 

Acknowledgement: 

This eye camp project was possible with the support and contribution of Zaynah Chowdhury and her family.  We 

are very grateful for their generosity and help.  This kind of work cannot be done without the helping hand of 

people like them. Thanks to them, the following people have been saved from blindness. 

Zaynah Chowdhury visiting the surgery patient  
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Dr. Ehsan Hoque, Executive Director of Distressed 

Children and Infants International (DCI),  visited 

Bangladesh from July 11 to August 18. The       pur-

pose of his visit was to evaluate the progress of DCI 

activities in Bangladesh, identify areas of   improve-

ment, understand the DCI staff requirements, and 

strengthen all collaborations. 

 

Dr. Hoque went to all the project areas of DCI.  He 

met with the individual field officers, and with school 

teachers, tutors, and sponsored children and their fami-

lies.  He expressed desire to have more effort put to-

wards support for health care and for tutors and, to 

increase the quality of services     provided.  
During his stay an Eye Screening Camp  was held at 

Patuakhali.  He was present during the whole    process 

and worked side by side with the volunteers and field offi-

cers.   

 

Dr. Hoque also inaugurated a 2nd clinic for the slum resi-

dents at Kallayanpur, Dhaka.  Due to the high number of 

patients at DCI’s free clinic for Mohammadpur slum resi-

dents, DCI decided to   expand its efforts in this  area. 

 

Dr. Hoque initiated the work for DCI’s own orphan home, 

“Sun-Child Homes”.  The home is located near the DCI 

central office in Dhaka.   

 

Dr. Hoque also attended a recognition ceremony for 15 

disadvantaged youths selected by DCI after achieving a 

very high GPA on the Higher Secondary School exam.  

DCI has awarded these students scholarships to pursue 

their undergraduate studies. 

 

In addition, Dr. Hoque spent a lot of time with DCI offi-

cials listening to their feedback, and making  arrangements 

for capacity-building training. 

Dr. Hoque with tutors at Patuakhali 

Dr. Hoque with sponsored children 

Dr. Hoque visits a DCI-supported classroom. 

Dr. Hoque with 

the parents of  

SCSP children 

Dr. Ehsan Hoque, DCI Executive 

Director Visits the Project Areas 

of Bangladesh 
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Dr. Rubi. K. Hussain 

Mr. Shamsul Siddique & Family 

Dr. Kabir Ahmed & Noha Ahmed Lora  Chowdhury 

Nikita Sarwar & Samatha Sarwar 

US Sponsors and Volunteers  

in Bangladesh 

Several US sponsors and volunteers visited Bangladesh  in August.  Among them were 

Nikita, Samantha, Sofia, Farbeen, Maisoon, Noha,  Salma, Sameera, Zaynah, Maaraj, 

Lora, Asahi, Rumana Tuli, Mr. Rabiul Karim, Mr. Shamsul Siddque, Dr. Ruby Hussain, 

Dr. Husna Siddique, and Mr. Masud Chowdhury and Mrs. Limu Chowdhury. 

 

They all met with their sponsored children, and some went to see the slums of Dhaka to 

get an understanding of the horrific living conditions these children are facing in their 

daily lives.   

 

Dr.  Ruby Hussain and Dr. Husna Siddique were kind enough to donate their services to 

the health clinic for the slum residents.  Salma, at present a medical student, assisted her 

mother Dr. Husne Siddique.   

 

Rumana Rahman Tuli spent much time inthe slums of Dhaka, and in a rural village,  

collecting information for her research project titled “Cultural Model of Good Nutrition 

Among Rural and Urban Infants in Bangladesh”.  DCI  is very impressed with her     

dedication.   

 

Asahi Hoque’s target for the trip was to work on vision and hygiene-related issues.    

Before going to Bangladesh, she received training from Dr. DeBroff on how to do basic 

vision screening.  While there, she trained field workers and completed one vision 

screening camp in Patuakahli.  She also spent lot of time with the slum children,     

teaching them about hygiene.  Since she is heavily involved with  DCI’s sponsorship 

reporting, she spent time with DCI staff involved with creating reports and taught them 

to use Publisher and Adobe Photoshop more efficiently.   

 

Zayanh Chowdhury very kindly arranged financing for the eye camp in Patuakhali    

district.  Due to her kindness about 1000 people were able to have their vision screened, 

followed by treatment and surgery. 

 

Lora Chowdhury presented $100 she had personally collected here in the USA to her 

sponsored child.  Lora gives her efforts through DCI’s Texas chapter in raising funds. 

Asahi Hoque 

Zaynah & Maisoon Chowdhury 

Farbeen Safa Rumana Rahman Tuli 
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Journey for Child Rights & Sight   

Concert 2010, Chicago Chapter  

On June 19, 2010 DCI Orphanage Program Director Dr. Sabina Ahmed and 

her team organized a benefit concert, informing people about DCI’s activities 

and generating support for the children it supports. Local children and adults 

performed, and the winner of Sur Daryia Apr Opar, Beauty Das appeared as a 

special guest. 

 

The program was very successful and attended by many people. Overall, 

through this program the DCI Chicago chapter was able to generate funds and 

gain several sponsorships. In her speech, Dr. Sabina encouraged everyone to 

join in DCI’s mission to help children lift themselves out of poverty through 

education and health care. Our special thanks go out to the very hard-working 

members of her team! 
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DCI at BMANA 
(Bangladesh Medical Association of 

North America) 

 

DCI arranged an informational booth at the 2010 

BMANA Convention at Las Vegas. Dr. Ruby 

Hussain of California, Dr. Sabina Ahmed & Dr. 

Khandaker  Nasimul Anwar of Chicago, Ms. 

Limu Chowdhury, and Mr. Masud Chowdhury 

of Texas, and Dr. Nina Hoque of  Connecticut 

helped us with the booth. Dr. Ehsan Hoque gave 

a presentation on DCI activities and how Ameri-

can youth can benefit from participating. He       

requested that everyone join the effort to benefit 

more children. Youth volunteer Ryan Chowd-

hury of New York  encouraged other youths to 

join  humanitarian activities by recounting his 

experiences as a volunteer. 

Dr. Sabina Ahmed at BMANA-2010 Convention 

DCI booth at a program of Bangladesh 

Association of CT 

State Rep Ms Elizabeth Esty with DCI, 

Youth Volunteer leader Asahi Hoque 

DCI youth volunteers are actively contributing to our organization’s 

mission by promoting community involvement and spreading aware-

ness of our cause. Youth volunteer Asahi Hoque has already organ-

ized several display booths in and around CT that explain the plight 

of disadvantaged children that DCI aims to help and empower. Vol-

unteers such as Shamma, Nabila, Adit, Eric, Seyma, Shiraj and Sofia 

helped in these booths. 

DCI is grateful to the student team from Quinnipiac University for 

volunteering a day with DCI 

VOLUNTEERING WITH DCI 
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Chowdhury Salahuddin & Farzana Mahmood 

raised $1556 at this party.  They have decided to 

donate this money to support the DCI health clinics 

for slum residents.  They are also sponsoring two  

children: ten year old Shathi Begum & Imam    

Hossain.  Shathi Begum & Imam Hossain  live in a 

very remote village called Shaula in Potuakhali   

district.  If they had not receive support from this 

generous family, they would have ended up as 

household servants or in the streets of Dhaka.  DCI 

is grateful to this couple for their generosity. 

A Very Special Thank You from DCI 

Shathi Begum  Imam Hossain 

Mr.  Chowdhury Salahuddin Mahmood and Mrs. Farzana 

Mahmood were blessed with the birth of twins, Nabil and   Nata-

sha, both already one-year-old.  They celebrated their first birth-

day on August 1, 2010 in Carrollton, Texas. A large number of 

their friends, family members and relatives joined them to cele-

brate the occasion.  

Chowdhury Salahuddin Mahmood is very successful in his     

personal life and has been a core member of DCI from its incep-

tion.  His family lead a happy and prosperous life but the couple 

never forgets the hungry and needy. When they were arranging 

birthday party for their children, they thought of a way to help 

disadvantaged children at the same time. They appealed to the 

guests to bring no gifts, but if guests wished to give something, a 

donation should be made to DCI; many guests did indeed make 

donations to DCI funds. All the guests showered Nabil and   Na-

tasha with blessings and prayed for their long and happy lives. 

“Our guests sincerely praised the idea of raising funds for the 

underprivileged kids in Bangladesh, and joined in donating to 

DCI. I believe more and more families should sponsor this type of 

fundraising for DCI.”   Salahuddin & Farzana Mahmood 

Dear DCI friends, 

 

Please consider including DCI in any    

upcoming gatherings, whether birthdays, 

weddings, or any other celebration, in or-

der to provide support to disadvantaged 

children. Those who have participated in 

this effort have found that it has made 

their special day even more memorable. I 

hope that you will choose to join them in 

making an enormous difference in the 

lives of these very deserving children. 

 

Please circulate this message to your   col-

leagues, friends, and family who might be 

inspired to come forward.   

 

Thank you. 

—DCI Team 

Celebration of Nabil and Natasha’s Birthday 
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On November 1, 2010, a 10 year old child named Shohagi was 

found battered, burned and bewildered, unable to walk or talk, 

after neighbors responded to her cries for help. She was admitted 

to Dhaka Medical College Hospital, where she received treatment. 

Shohagi, who is a domestic servant, was beaten by the family she 

works for. 

 

More than 250 million children around the world are child labor-

ers, and in Bangladesh alone, nearly six million children are 

forced to work for little or no pay. 70% of all household servants 

in the country are children, some as young as five years of age! 

These children are frequently victims of horrific exploitation and 

child abuse by employers like Shohagi’s. There are many cases 

like hers, and they demand our urgent recognition and help. Please 

join us to protect these children. 

 

What can be done? 

Foremost, we want the Bangladeshi government to recognize the 

scale of the problem and create stronger laws to protect the rights 

of our children. At this time, we invite all stakeholders to take immediate action and strengthen the outcry 

against child labor in Bangladesh. 

 

At DCI, we are dedicated to protecting the rights of children such as Shohagi: the right of a ten year-old 

child to have food, education and healthcare; the right to live free from labor and torture and pain; the right 

of a little girl to have a dream for her future. DCI creates opportunities for education, which is truly the 

only way to break this poverty cycle and to stop child labor. We have programs underway in Bangladesh 

that respond to these needs. 

 

Our Bangladesh team, tried to meet Shohagi in the hospital and wanted to take the full responsibility of the 

girl, but the law enforcement officers did not allow our team to contact or meet her. After that we tried in 

many different ways to get in contact with her, but were unsuccessful. Now the story is no longer receiving 

attention in the media and we do not know where Shohagi is or anything about her condition. But we do 

not want to forget her story and, and we want to continue our fight for these underprivileged children. 

 

Please join us to strengthen our network and provide a powerful voice of opposition to child labor, hunger 

and poverty. Together, we can ensure that stories like these are not forgotten. 

  

Seeking Justice for Shohagi 
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Conclusions 
 

This report contains a brief analysis of the activities and accomplishments of DCI in 2010. 

We have provided an account of our achievements, challenges, and new directions. During 

this period DCI has further extended its efforts to reach the most vulnerable and was able to 

expand its covered area. 

 

DCI works at the root level of poverty, trying to sort through each of the obstacles faced by 

the most vulnerable children. The challenge that DCI has undertaken is very difficult, but we 

have made significant progress and were able to effects changes in many lives. We are aware 

of our limitations, yet we are determined to explore our potential. We look forward with hope 

and passion to accomplish our tasks ahead based on our learning and experience this past 

year.  

Our Contact: 
Distressed Children & Infants International, 5 Shipton Court, Cheshire, CT  06410, USA 

Tel# 203-376-6351, Toll Free# 1-866-516-7495, Tel+Fax# 203-272-3869, E-mail: dci@distressedchildren.org 

  www.distressedchildren.org 
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THANK 

YOU ! 

www.distressedchildren.org 


